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SELDEN FAMILY. 

(See Vol. V., 60, 264; VI., 234; VII., 50; IX., 122.) 

On page 238, Vol. VI., mention is made of a power of attorney 
given by Siseley Selden, widow and administrator, of John Sel- 
den, dec., late of Barnstaple, in Devonshire, for the recovery of 
debts and goods from William Burks, of Chuckatuck, in Vir- 
ginia. Mr. W. B. S. Grandy, of Norfolk, writes as follows (Jan. 
9, 1904) : 

Just before I went abroad, you suggested, through my brother Wiley, 
that I should look up the record of John Selden, of Barnstaple, Devon, 
and his wife, Cicely. I did not get to Devonshire, but found records 
in Somerset House, memoranda of which I give below. 

John Selden died intestate. Letters of administration were granted 
to his wife, Cicely, in October, 1668. 

Cicely Selden's will, dated September 20, 1684, was probated in July, 
1685. She mentions in her will three (3) sons, Joseph, her executor, 
Stephen and Thomas, and one daughter, Mary Poser [( ?) that was as 
near as I could read it] ; two children of Thomas, Mary and John ; two 
children of Mary, Margaret and Mary ; and another grandchild, Edward ; 
also John, who may be the son of Thomas, above mentioned; her sister, 
Martha Smale; her cousin, Eichard Salsbury. So far as I remember 
now, she did not leave any real property. 



VISIT OF WILLIAM BARTON ROGERS TO WILLIAMS- 
BURG.* 

Boston, April 4, 1859. 

Now let me tell you something of my visit to Virginia, whither 
I went, partly to comply with repeated importunities to lecture 
in Richmond, and partly for geological work. The former I did 
more extensively than I anticipated, but the latter I was com- 
pelled in a large degree to postpone on account of the extra- 
ordinary wetness of the season, which made field work almost 
impossible. 

I lectured in Richmond, Petersburg, Lynchburg and Norfolk, 

* From the Life of William Barton Rogers, formerly Professor in 
William and Mary College, and at this time President of the Massachu- 
setts Institute of Technology. 
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making in all eight lectures, and had the opportunity of seeing 
the kindness with which I am remembered in Virginia by old 
friends and pupils. Everywhere that I went your success was 
the subject of gratifying remark, and in old Williamsburg it 
was spoken of with pride as one of the honours reflected on the 
college by her alumni. 

I visited our old home while preparations were making in 
Eichmond for a lecture in behalf of the college, which I volun- 
teered after the close of my other lectures. I went down the 
river on Saturday in a little steamer plying between Eichmond 
and the Chickahominy, which, as you know, approaches within 
fourteen miles of Williamsburg, separating James City and New 
Kent counties. A violent storm of wind prevented my landing 
at the mouth of the river, and I was taken up some miles to a 
point not far from the residence of our old friend Littleton 
Waller. At his pleasant home I arrived a little before sundown, 
was welcomed with both hands extended, by his wife, not pre- 
viously known to me, and conducted upstairs, where I found 
Littleton basking in the warmth of a luxurious wood fire, the 
very picture of philosophic and benevolent cheerfulness. After 
visiting all quarters of the globe and sharing in the dangers of 
the Mexican War, as a purser in the navy, he some years ago 
retired from active life to his present country home, where he 
has made himself the model farmer of the neighborhood, and 
spends his time in doing good to his neighbours. You can hardly 
imagine his happy surprise at seeing me, and the affectionate 
inquiry he made about you and Eobert. With him and his lady 
friends I made a good collection at his fine marl bank the next 
(Sunday) morning, and after dinner was driven in a buggy to 
dear old Williamsburg. To my great delight I found all along 
the road proofs of prosperous and improved agriculture. The 
old "Bunt-ornery," as the negroes used to call the ruinous, 
charred inD, is now replaced by a hamlet of neat white houses, 
and on all sides I saw evidences of neatness and thrift. But 
sad was the sight when about sundown I came in view of the 
college, as I approached by the road leading past the president's 
house. Many of the old trees on the roadside greeted me as 
familiar friends, but I missed the sharp, many windowed roof 
of the college, and found, as I drew near, that although the solid 
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walls had for the most part, defied the assault of the fire,* the 
whole interior of the wings, as well as main structure, had been 
turned to ashes. 

I drove past, with a tearful eye, noting that the mossy coat of 
eld Botetourt was unscathed, that the dial kept its place, that 
the president's house and our home, the Brafferton, had not been 
injured, and that one of those noble live-oaks at the gate was 
dead. I drove slowly down the quiet level street, at almost every 
step recognizing familiar objects, and dwelling in dreamy sweet 
sadness on the past. As I drove by the old church, whose steeple 
has never yet been painted, the organ was sounding the closing 
services, and soon after, I reached Mrs. Vest's, at the lower ex- 
tremity of the street on the right hand. She and her husband 
came to bid me the warmest and kindest of Virginian welcomes. 

The Visitors, including John Tyler, Governor Wise, William 
Harrison, of Brandon ; Taylor, of Eappahannock ; Tazewell Tay- 
lor, etc., asked me to confer with them in regard to rebuilding 
the college. This has been definitely resolved on, and will be 
commenced on forthwith. The old foundations and the front 
wall will be retained, but, of course, a more convenient interior 
has been planned. The insurance money, with what has been 
and will be collected from friends, will, I believe, put the col- 
lege in a better condition than before. I obtained in Williams- 
burg some lithograph views of the college and surroundings 
taken by Millington's son some years ago, one of which I reserve 
for you. Though a poor specimen of art, it will be precious as 
reminding us of the home of our dear father, and the spot where 
we first caught the inspiration of science. 

In the vicinity of Bichmond I made good gathering of the 
infusorial earth and tertiary casts, shark's teeth, and other fos- 
sils, and am expecting from young Bichard Wise, who was my 
companion on these rambles, still larger collections. Bichmond 
is now rapidly filling up between the hills, and ere many years, 
the whole of my favourite infusorial bed will be concealed by 
buildings. The population has now reached 50,000. Among 
the friends who most particularly inquired about you I may 

* In February, 1859, the main college building was accidentally fired 
and the woodwork destroyed. It was rebuilt on the old walls. 
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mention Mrs. Gwathney, Miss Duval, James Heath, Wyndham 
Eobertson, Wythe Munford, Mr. Blackford and wife, Joseph 
Allen, the Vests, Dr. Garret, Dr. Waller, Sally and John Gait, 
children of the good doctor, and I should not omit old Aunt 
Jinny, the servant whom we used almost daily to see at Prof. 
Campbell's. Though a cripple, she walked the length of the 
town to see "Massa William/' and to ask about us all. On my 
return to Richmond I gave my lecture on astronomy, prefaced 
by an appeal in behalf of the college. 

Boston, May 12, 1859. 
I am making up for the old college quite a handsome collec- 
tion of apparatus of Eitchie's manufacture ; among those in the 
first class are air pump, electrical machine and Euhmkorff. Tell 
Prof. Thomson that I like his apparatus for atmospheric elec- 
tricity so much that I shall try to fit one up this summer for ob- 
servation in the country. 



PINKAED FAMILY. 



1. Capt. John 1 Pinkard was a resident of Lancaster county, 
Va., and in 1688 was a burgess in the General Assembly. He 

married Elizabeth , born, according to her deposition, about 

1642. He made his will March 20, 1689, and it was proved De- 
cember 10, 1690. His inventory amounted to £474, 19, 10, be- 
sides debts due him from many people. He names in his will 
sons : John, Thomas, James, daughters and wife. On March 9, 
1697-8, James Haynes, William Jones, Thomas Gaskins, 
Thomas Pinkard and Elizabeth Curtis coming into court and 
"moving for administration of their mother Elizabeth Pinkard's 
estate, the same is, therefore, granted, and it is further ordered 
that an inventory of y e s d estate be taken and returned upon oath 
to y e next court." Tn 1695 Mrs. Elizabeth Pinkard is spoken of 
"as executrix of Captain John Pinkard." In 1702 "Mr. John 
Pinkard and Tho: Pinkard, surviving executors of Cap' John 
Pinkard," were summoned to answer James Haines, Tho: 
Gaskins, Jn° Nicholas, and Eliza, his wife, and William Jones, 
administrators of the estate of Mrs. Elizabeth Pinkard, deced. 

Issue of 1 Capt. John 1 Pinkard and Elizabeth, his wife: 



